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Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 

1. Critically appraise the relationships between theory and practice in undertaking research. 
2. Obtain, interpret and evaluate critically academic texts of various kinds (e.g. journal 

articles, books, Internet publications). 
3. Critically examine: (1) the relative merits of various approaches to research design, data 

collection and data analysis; (2) the concepts, theories and philosophies which underpin 
such approaches; (3) ethical issues which may arise in undertaking research. 

4. Collect and analyse research data. 
5. Undertake a small-scale research project. 

 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 

 Reflective practice 

 Development of study and research skills 

 Communication 

 Problem solving 

 Manage own learning 
 

 
Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Small-scale research project (6000 words) 
 
Part 1        3000 words 
Identify a research topic and analyse the key issues that would form the basis of it. 
 
Part 2        3000 words 
Outline the research design, its implementation and evaluation. 

 
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

 
1 

 
1-5 

 
Project 

 
100% 

 
N/A 

 
6000 

 

 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 

 Seminars and tutorials. 

 Student/group discussion and presentations, individual and group tasks. 

 Activities to encourage reflection and evaluation, including directed self-study. 

 Work-based learning tasks and observations. 

 Engaging with and evaluating appropriate literature. 
 



 
Syllabus outline: 
 

 Relationships between theory and practice in undertaking research. 

 Major sources of knowledge. 

 Undertaking a critical review of literature. 

 Approaches to research (for example quantitative and qualitative methods; the 
traditional deductive model; the survey model; the case study; action research; 
ethnography). 

 Analysing research data. 

 Ethical issues which may arise in undertaking research. 

 Undertaking a small-scale action research project. 

 Introduction to the MA dissertation. 
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